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Panoramic roads.

2 | Come and visit us / Panoramic roads

from
Bellinzona

From 
Bellinzona

Six exciting ways of reaching Ticino travelling 
by public transport through wonderful natural 
landscapes. Panoramic trains, boats and buses will 
enable you to appreciate the Ticino landscape and 
the neighbouring regions. 
Buy the tickets while sitting comfortably at home, 
by visiting the following website www.ticino.ch or by 
calling the free phone number 00800 100 200 30.

Come and visit us.

Info: www.ticino.ch
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Basel 2 h 45 min
Bern 2 h 50 min
Geneva 4 h 35 min
Locarno 25 min
Lugano 25 min
Malpensa 2 h 40 min
Milan 1 h 45 min
Stuttgart 4 h 55 min
Zurich 1 h 40 min

travelinformation.ticino.ch

The airport of Lugano-Agno, which is only a few kilometers 
from the centre of Lugano, can be reached from Zurich, 
and Geneva. These cities are in connection with several 
destinations in Europe and all over the world. Additionally, 
there are the airports Milan Linate, Milan Malpensa and 
Milan Orio al Serio which are all within one hour's reach 
of Ticino. Both of them also offer multiple international 
connections.The airport of Lugano-Agno itself offers a fast 
and effi cient service, thanks to being able to check in up to 
20 minutes before departure.
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Welcome to Ticino.
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“Here the sun is more intense,  
warmer and the mountains are redder,  
chestnuts, vines, almonds and figs are grown here  
and the inhabitants are good, educated and kind…”

Hermann Hesse, Nobel prize winner for literature in 1946.

Welcome to Ticino | 5
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Titolo.

Monte Gambarogno.
The hills, valleys and mountains surrounding Lake Maggiore are the ideal 
destination to practice hiking. The particularly mild climate favours the growth 
of exotic fl owers and plants with unusual colours and inebriating fragrance. 
The ascent to Monte Gambarogno is one of the delightful excursions proposed 
and is well marked: you will remain fascinated at every instant of the climb by 
the beautiful landscape extending across the valleys, the lakes and the Ticino 
Alps, starting from the lakeside up to the summit 
situated at 1,734 metres above sea level.

Ascona – Locarno.
The pleasures of the 
dolce vita.

6 | Lake Maggiore and Valleys

Info: www.ticino.ch
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Lake Maggiore and Valleys.
Lake Maggiore: a corner of paradise with a mild climate, exotic vegetation 
and marvellous mountains. Each season enhances the landscape, giving 
the impression of being in a picture postcard. Enjoy a cappuccino in the 
square or savour the specialities in one of the restaurants overlooking the 
lake, if you wish to take a break. Festivals and concerts enliven the summer 
period, making Locarno a region that is full of life! The valleys offer a variety 
of landscapes: from palm trees to glaciers. Where else in the world can you 
fi nd such diversity?
lakemaggiore.ticino.ch 
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Brissago Islands.
Pearls in the lake
Each island has its own treasure: 
1,700 species of plants and fl owers 
from 5 continents. Breath deeply from 
the villa’s terrace immersed in this garden 
of Eden.

Maggia Valley.
Where time stands still 
This is a place where the sun fi lls the 
landscape and you will be enchanted by 
waterfalls, lakes, villages and peaks. It is 
a place where you can make time stand 
still and enjoy the natural environment. It 
is a paradise for hikers and lovers of the 
grottos.

Gambarogno.
The Riviera in bloom
Be guided by the fragrance of the 
fl owers leading you to the Gambarogno 
botanical park all year round, 
where camellias, magnolias and citrus 
fruits break into colours.

Verzasca Valley.
Adrenaline and relax
The bravest visitors can bungee jump off 
the dam like James Bond. Those who 
are looking for crystal clear water and 
total relax can head to the sun-kissed 
banks of the river. Either way, you are 
sure to have a marvellous time.

8 | Lake Maggiore and Valleys
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Ticino.  
Holidays for everyone.
A full spectrum of emotions in a landscape packed with contrasts.
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Parks and gardens.
The town and nature binomial triumphs in Lugano, where you will fi nd many 
parks and gardens which attract the attention of botanical experts and 
visitors with inquisitive minds, thanks to the temperate climate and plently of 
sunshine. Peaceful oases overlooking Lake Ceresio will treat you to moments 
of relaxation, naturalistic excursions and displays of art, all at a short distance 
from the town centre. Colourful plants and fl owers blend with the architecture 
of exclusive villas and historical buildings, offering 
each visitor a taste of incredible beauty.

Lugano.
Urban heart between 
mounts and lakes.

10 | Lake Lugano Region

Info: www.ticino.ch
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Lake Lugano Region.
With its distinctively mediterranean atmosphere, Lugano offers all of the 
benefi ts of a cosmopolitan city while preserving a small town spirit. It is the 
third biggest fi nancial centre in Switzerland and an important location for 
conventions, banks and business. It is also a city of parks and fl ower gardens. 
The historical squares and enchanting arcades in the city centre encourage 
visitors to take it easy and enjoy a coffee break. Over 300 km of mountain bike 
trails and cycle tracks, golf courses, lidos and beaches top off the selection of 
recreation possibilities in the city and the surrounding area.
lakelugano.ticino.ch 
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Tourist train. 
The beauties of the city
Take a trip on one of the tourist trains 
”la Freccia Rossa” to discover the 
beauties of Lugano and its surroundings 
along a 10 km route. 

Swissminiatur.
Visit Switzerland in one hour
Come to visit the places and the most 
significant constructions of this fantastic 
country. Here you can find the  
Federal Palace and Jungfraujoch a short 
distance from each other!

Ticino, land of artists.
Hermann Hesse 
Follow in the footsteps of the German 
writer, who spent the last 43 years of 
his life in Montagnola. Visit his home, 
a picturesque little gem on the Collina 
d’Oro above Lugano, where he wrote 
some of his most important works.

Lake Lugano.
A thousand lights and colours 
At night, a magical display of lights and 
colours appears around the lake. They 
come from the surrounding mountains, 
the nearby towns and the luxury hotels 
and buildings in the city. A walk under 
the palm and olive trees is wonderful in 
any season. 

12 | Lake Lugano Region
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cyclingparadise.ticino.ch
Discover a cycling paradise in the Southern Alps.

Ticino.
Land of cycling.
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Monte San Giorgio.
Since 2003 Monte San Giorgio has been listed by UNESCO as a World 
Heritage Site. At a height of 1,097 m above the lakeside a wonderful and 
amazing sight awaits you. Many paths link the various places of the region.  
Geological treasures and fossils for over 230 million years are hidden among 
rare trees and beautiful chestnut trees. 

Mendrisiotto.
Natural and cultural 
treasures.

14 | Mendrisiotto Region

Info: www.ticino.ch
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Mendrisiotto Region.
The southernmost region of Switzerland is a hospitable area with a wealth 
of traditions that lies between lakes and hills covered in vineyards and 
olive groves. Discover the delightful walking and cycling routes that wind 
their way along the top of Monte Generoso and San Giorgio – a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site. Why not stop off in a traditional “grotto” to taste the 
local specialities, such as the famous Zincarlin cheese? If you are a shopping 
lover, take advantage of the great discounts on big international brands at the 
FoxTown outlet centre in Mendrisio.
mendrisioregion.ticino.ch 
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Monte San Giorgio
inscribed on the World 
Heritage List in 2003

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization



FoxTown. 
Grab a bargain
The biggest Factory Outlet Store in 
Southern Europe is located in Mendrisio. 
This veritable bargain emporium, open 7 
days a week, has over 160 stores and
sells 250 brands. Discounts of between 
30 and 70% are applied to the vast 
range of products available. 

Museums.
Vincenzo Vela Museum
The home of the world famous sculptor 
from Ticino has been a museum 
since 1898. Surrounded by beautiful 
English gardens, the museum houses 
sculptures, drawings, personal memories 
and photographs, in a venue recently 
renovated by the architect Mario Botta.

At the peak.
Monte Generoso 
Travel up to the peak of Ticino’s most 
panoramic mountain, at 1,704 metres 
above sea level, by cog railway. 
Discover an unspoilt natural environment 
and an enchanting view. The peak is also 
home to an astronomical observatory, 
open to all from 2017.

Excursions.
Cement itinerary
The Geopark of the Breggia Gorge 
offers visitors the chance to discover 
the production process behind cement, 
which is made from calcareous rock. A 
captivating itinerary in an extraordinarily 
scenic setting.

16 | Mendrisiotto Region
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gastronomy.ticino.ch
Where regional products and delicacies meet up.

Ticino.
Authentic flavours.
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Titolo.

18 | Bellinzona and Upper Ticino

Small alpine lakes.
We sometimes fail to fully understand and appreciate the beauty of a 
place until we are about to leave it. This happens here as well, when 
you bid farewell to the alpine lakes scattered around Canton Ticino. 
Stretches of water surrounded by the alpine peaks relax the hitchhiker from 
the very fi rst glance. There are more than 131 small alpine lakes in Ticino: a 
fascinating natural heritage to be discovered on each excursion.

Bellinzona.
A step into the past.

Info: www.ticino.ch

Search

3029
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Bellinzona and Upper Ticino.
Traditions and history are here, ready to be visited and discovered! 
Bellinzona and the valleys of Upper Ticino are small treasure chests of rare 
beauty containing a universe of nature, art and gastronomy. 
The cableways allow you to go on excursions on footpaths studded with small 
alpine lakes and enchanted woods. Enjoy the spectacular mountain tops at 
sunset by staying in a warm lodge. Bellinzona is in the heart of this enchanting 
region and has three castles dating back to the Middle Ages, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site: here time appears to have stood still!
bellinzonaregion.ticino.ch 
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Three Castles, Defensive Wall and Ramparts 
of the Market-Town of Bellinzona
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2000

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization



Sasso San Gottardo. 
Thematic space
In the giant caverns of the former fortress 
Sasso da Pigna emerged, on the mystical 
Gotthard pass, a unique museum: Sasso 
San Gottardo. The fortress is one of 
Switzerland’s largest and hence probably 
one of its most impressive underground 
defense systems.

Blenio Valley.
A sun-kissed valley
Also known as the Sun Valley, this 
is the ideal place for walks along the 
footpaths, as well as a great starting 
point for numerous excursions. Head off 
to discover the highest peak in Ticino: 
Adula, at 3,402 m above sea level.

Leventina Valley.
Unspoilt natural beauty
A shimmering fairy-tale landscape awaits 
you, arousing strong emotions in visitors 
during both winter and summer. There 
is something for everyone, from families 
to real sports enthusiasts, offering the 
chance to discover the mountains, lakes, 
snow and flowers.

Rabadan Carnival.
The capital of carnival 
Do not miss out the opportunity to spend 
the most fun-filled days of the year in the 
Ticino capital. The whole city dedicates 
itself to partying for a whole week. King 
Rabadan and his court will accompany 
you during the masked events and 
performances.

20 | Bellinzona and Upper Ticino
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Ticino.  
Special offers.
inspirations.ticino.ch 
Discover the pearls of Ticino, whatever your taste. 
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Titolo.

Estival Jazz.
The most important, free, open-air event in Europe! Tradition and prestige 
blend to create 5 evenings when music and the public merge together in a 
unique festive atmosphere. Do not miss the opportunity to admire the major 
performers of world music during June and July. Dance to the sound of 
fascinating notes beneath the star-studded sky in the picturesque squares 
of Lugano and Mendrisio. An explosive cocktail ready to satisfy your thirst for 
music: ranging from jazz to blues, from rock 
to world music. There is something for all 
tastes at Estival Jazz!

22 | Shows and events

Emotions 
under the stars.

Info: www.ticino.ch

Search
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Shows and events.
Ticino also means great music with shows which have attracted famous 
names in classical music, jazz and rock to our stages in recent years. 
Do not miss the numerous free, open-air events which enliven the town’s 
squares during summer or the wine and chestnut festivals in autumn.
You will remain open-mouthed when viewing a fi lm during the Festival del fi lm 
Locarno. You can say that you were in the largest open-air cinema in Europe.

Shows and events | 23

events.ticino.ch
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Events for families.
slowUp
The secret behind slowUp is as simple as 
it is surprising: just take 50 km of roads 
through an attractive landscape, close 
them to traffic and plan an entertainment 
programme along the entire route. The 
result is a festival unlike any other, in a 
car free setting.

Christmas events. 
Locarno on Ice
A carpet of ice in the Piazza Grande 
meeting place, for young and old alike 
who love skating in a festive setting with a 
magical atmosphere. 

Concerts.
Moon and Stars
Piazza Grande, Locarno’s lounge, 
becomes a stage for artists of 
international fame during the first half 
of July. Top-class music stars as for 
example Coldplay, R.E.M. and Elton 
John were also unable to resist the 
attraction of the Piazza!

Popular traditions.
Grapes festival
The old district of Mendrisio dresses up 
in its festive clothes in September: the 
yards of the old houses in the historical 
centre are transformed into authentic 
“grottos” where people meet to taste 
the delicious local wines and the local 
dishes.

24 | Shows and events
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Ticino.
Precious stones.
houses.ticino.ch
Open doors at historic homes.



Titolo.

Adventure parks.
Wood and rope aerial platforms, Tyrolese ropes, ladders and bridges among 
the trees will enable you to move from one tree to the next, testing your 
balance and concentration. Both adults and children can become reconciled 
with nature, experience the emotion of adventure and enjoy themselves in the 
countryside in the adventure parks. A natural recreation and eco-compatible 
activity, naturally in total safety. Discover your skills as climbers and acrobats 
in one of the two adventure parks of Ticino: you will 
feel like Tarzan hanging from the trees!

The South is greener.

26 | Excursions and the family

Info: www.ticino.ch
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Excursions and the family.
Ticino has landscapes which vary from palm trees to glaciers. The canton 
has a network of clearly marked, well looked after footpaths extending over 
more than 4,000 km. You will be surprised by the breathtaking landscapes 
and by the uncontaminated nature along the routes.
Ticino offers families a range of proposals which are truly captivating 
throughout the year: play parks, ice creams eaten along the lakeshore, 
picnics in the mountains, sports fi shing, mini-golf, Falconry, Swissminiatur, 
theatrical shows, without forgetting the Tyrolese and the adventure parks.

Excursions and the family | 27
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Itineraries.
Discover the vineyards of Ticino
Three thematic paths associated with 
local wines have been created to 
celebrate 100 years of Merlot. In fact, the 
Mendrisiotto Region is known for having 
the highest density of vineyards and 
grape production in the canton. 

Open-air sports.
Nordic walking 
There are no risks and contraindications to 
go walking: a splendid natural landscape 
is all you need. Ticino is ideal to enjoy this 
sport, thanks to the numerous marked 
routes.

National Park project. 
Locarnese National Park
The sustainable project behind the 
Locarnese National Park can be summed 
up as the promotion of a unique area of 
extraordinary beauty, from the Brissago 
Islands to the Walser village of Bosco 
Gurin. 35 km of footpaths allow walkers 
to discover hidden treasures.

Tibetan bridge.
Foundation Curzútt-S. Barnard 
This 270 m long Tibetan bridge rises up 130 
m above the ground. It is easily accessible 
thanks to a cableway and it allows 
the passage of the rugged Sementina 
Valley that separates the communities of 
Sementina and Monte Carasso. 

28 | Excursions and the family
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Touring in the sunny 
side of Switzerland.
The ancient cobblestone road of the Gotthard Pass: travel into history.
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Titolo.

30 | Sport and wellness

Bike.
Bicycle paths, marked footpaths, timed routes, e-Bike Park, Bike Hotels, 
support services and much more: the offers in our territory will meet the 
needs of every cyclist. Bicycle tourists, families, daring bikers and famous 
professionals choose Ticino every year to practice this splendid sport. Passion 
knows no limits: climb the mountains and the alpine passes, ride peacefully 
around the lakes and along the rivers. You can cycle all the year round here 
with pleasant temperatures and plenty of sun. 
Only Ticino is like this: really suitable for cyclists.

Deep well-being.

cyclingparadise.ticino.ch 
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Sport and wellness.
Top athletes or occasional sport-loving types will fi nd the best way to keep fi t in 
Ticino. Dive into the water and enjoy immersion, canoeing, the wakeboard or 
enjoy the sun and the landscape on a pedal boat or on a sail boat.
The landscape is splendid for climbing excursions or open-air running. You can 
experience rushes of adrenaline by canyoning, parachuting or rock climbing, if 
you enjoy taking risks. Experience bungee jumping in Ticino!
Treat yourself to some well earned relaxation in our hotels: tender loving care for 
the fi ve senses, luxury and wellness.
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Canyoning.
Sparkling emotions
Ticino offers the ideal conditions for 
practising this extreme sport: the valleys 
and gorges provide natural slides, 
numerous waterfalls and deep pools of 
water. Try it for yourself!

Bathing 
establishments. 
Lidos and beaches
Ticino is the mediterranean corner of 
Switzerland which offers you blue sky, 
sun, lakes and swimming-pools even in 
winter. Sport and relaxation by day, enjoy 
aperitifs and music at night. 

Termali Salini & Spa.
Locarno
The new Termali Salini & Spa Lido Locarno 
is divided into three areas: one reserved 
for the sauna, one for the baths and one 
for the bistro. The area of the salt water 
pools is articulated on two floors. Along 
the suggested path guests enjoy a real 
relaxation ritual.

Splash e Spa Tamaro.
Rivera
The water park, opened in 2013, 
covers a total of 10,000 m2. Under its 
three domed roofs there are pools, 
revolutionary slides and a large spa area. 

32 | Sport and wellness
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shopping.ticino.ch
Refined boutiques and prestigious international designer brands for an unforgettable shopping experience.

Ticino.
Great shopping.
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Restaurants and grottos.
Ticino cuisine is based on simple and genuine products: local salami and cold 
pork meat, alpine cheeses, risotto and polenta are only a few of the antique 
gastronomic traditions which are accompanied well by a glass of Merlot, the 
king of the Ticino wines. Savour these specialities in the grottos, country-style 
restaurants with granite stone tables situated in shaded areas. Ticino has 
restaurants for the more refi ned palates which have received prizes from the 
best gastronomic guides where the most recent culinary trends blend very well 
with the local products.                                                   
restaurants.ticino.ch

Get the natural 
lifestyle.

34 | Gastronomy
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Ticino a Tavola. 
An authentic taste
In more than 170 restaurants, taste the 
local specialties prepared with products 
from Ticino.

Markets. 
Timeless flavours
Stroll amongst the stalls, discover rare 
objects or try local products, while 
browsing the markets, for example in 
Bellinzona. Lamps, paintings and books, 
as well as vegetables, cheese and wine: 
a real paradise for treasure hunters. 

Tasting sessions.
A long tradition
Visitors to the area can sample the best 
local wines at over forty Ticino wineries. 
Do not miss out on the opportunity to 
discover the tradition and innovation 
involved in Ticino winemaking.

Cheese! 
Gottardo Dairy Factory
Have a go at making cheese with top 
quality local ingredients in a dairy factory 
in the heart of the Alps. This is an unusual 
and fun activity that lets you create a 
delicious, typical Ticino product. 

Gastronomy | 35
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Lake cruises.
Discover Ticino from an unusual and enchanting prospective: from the lake. 
You will be fascinated by the view of uncontaminated corners of rare splendour, 
where palm trees and olive groves are refl ected in the clear waters. Do not 
miss the opportunity of dining in one of the grottos on the green shores and 
accessible only from the lake, to enjoy a break away from the stress of daily life. 
Discover all the secrets of the two largest lakes in Ticino, Lake Verbano and 
Lake Ceresio: botanical gardens, fascinating 
islands, hidden shores and sunny beaches.
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Panoramic roads.
Discovering Switzerland 
Treat yourself to moments of dolce vita 
during your stay in Switzerland. You 
can reach us thanks to the 6 panoramic 
roads and experience much more than a 
simple transfer: a real journey immersed 
in picture postcard landscapes.

Airport.
Practical and efficient
You can reach Ticino in a short time with 
a flight across the Alps that will leave 
your mouth wide open. Lugano Airport is 
only a few kilometres from the centre of 
Lugano, and is rapid and efficient, thanks 
to the check-in that can be completed 
up to 20 minutes before departure.

Grand Tour.
Switzerland in 1,642 km
Start off with Ticino, your southern 
gateway. Continue to the north facing 
the numerous hairpin bends of the old 
Tremola cobblestone road in order to 
reach the top of the Gotthard Pass. For 
more info: tour.ticino.ch
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Funiculars, cable cars.
To the mountain peak rapidly
These facilities provide the opportunity of 
ascending the beautiful attractions of the 
Ticino mountain territory in a simple way. 
You can reach mountain peaks, natural 
paradises and panoramic points easily 
using little mountain railways, funiculars 
and cable cars.
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Ticino on the web.

ticino.ch
#visitTicino

Regional Tourism Organizations.

Ticino Turismo
Via C. Ghiringhelli 7
CH – 6501 Bellinzona
www.ticino.ch 

Lugano Tourism
Palazzo Civico / P.O. Box
CH – 6901 Lugano 
Tel: +41 (0)58 866 66 00  
info@luganoturismo.ch 
www.luganoturismo.ch 

Ascona-Locarno Tourism
Piazza Stazione 1
CH – 6600 Locarno-Muralto
Tel.: +41 (0)848 091 091
info@ascona-locarno.com
www.ascona-locarno.com

Bellinzonese and Upper Ticino
Infopoint Stazione FFS
CH - 6500 Bellinzona 
T +41 (0)91 825 21 31
bellinzona@bellinzonese-altoticino.ch
www.bellinzonese-altoticino.ch 
 

Mendrisiotto Tourism
Via Lavizzari 2 / P.O. Box
CH – 6950 Mendrisio
Tel: +41 (0)91 641 30 50
info@mendrisiottoturismo.ch
www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch

Contacts and partners.



Excursions in Ticino.

 hikeTicino 

>500 points  
of interest

29 Premium  
Itineraries

2 UNESCO  
sites

>300 km mapped  
with Google Street View 
Trekker

>4,000 km  
of trails

App 
The App hikeTicino  

will help you discover the iti-

neraries closest to you.  

Website  
Plan your itinerary  

and much more, on the Ticino 

Turismo website.

hike.ticino.ch 

Infopoint
Many tourist o�ces  

in the area are available  

to meet all your needs.
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Mendrisiotto Tourism
Via Lavizzari 2 / P.O. Box
CH – 6950 Mendrisio
Tel: +41 (0)91 641 30 50
info@mendrisiottoturismo.ch
www.mendrisiottoturismo.ch



Ticino Ticket: Travel within Ticino for free!
ticket.ticino.ch

The new Gotthard tunnel has opened, allowing 
transit of speed trains travelling from north to 
south. The trip to Ticino is faster and more 
convenient. To emphasize the importance of this 
historical moment and highlight the sustainable 
mobility, tourists staying in the destination benefit 
of a new product: the Ticino Ticket. In fact now 
tourists are able to get around for free in the whole 

Canton by using public transport during their stay 
in 2017. The Ticket offers additional advantages 
such as discounts on different lifts and tourist 
attractions. The offer is proposed to guests who 
stay in hotels, youth hostels and camping site 
only. Everyone will receive the Ticino Ticket at the 
arrival upon check in and it can be used until the 
end of the departure’s day.

* 

* *

* limited, see: ticket.ticino.ch/partner * 1-day travelcardr

Discounts cannot be combined




